
The Introduction Paragraph 
 

Nobody likes to read a boring book, and teachers don’t like to read boring papers.  Impress your teacher 

and you will have caught her like a fish!  Here are some ideas to write a catchy introduction paragraph: 

1. Give background to the topic 

2. Tell an amusing, unexpected or startling story 

3. Paint a descriptive picture 

4. Show a benefit to be gained 

Look at these examples.  The thesis sentence is in bold type: 

 

Bee Stings – Painting a descriptive picture 
 

 Suddenly a noise startles the honey bee.  It is the rustle of leaves, a footfall on grass, or perhaps 

the carefree giggle of a toddler at play.  Walking toward the lavender bushes, oblivious to the bee 

sipping nectar from the fragrant blossoms, the child reaches down to pluck one in his chubby hands. 

Sensing danger, the bee thrusts its stinger into flesh and injects its poison.  Then, it dies.  Most 

commonly, bee stings are committed by angry bees whose venom causes intense pain and swelling; 

sometimes even allergic reactions in the victim. 

 

Power Outages – giving background to the topic 
 

 In 1851 no one took notice of power outages.  Before Benjamin Franklin shocked himself flying a 

kite in a lightning storm in 1752, and before the first electric battery was invented by Allessandro Volta 

in 1800, homes in the US had no electricity.  In fact, the first power station was opened by Thomas 

Edison in New York, in 1882; this one was powerful enough to light 5,000 lights.  Before that, who knew 

that something as simple as a wind storm could be so disruptive?  Now, when the wind blows hard 

enough for the lights to go out, families scramble to figure out how to cook dinner, stay warm at 

night, and – most importantly – survive without their electronic gadgets. 

 

 

 

 



Babysitting – showing benefit to be gained 
  

 Need some spending money?  Want to earn your own cash before you’re old enough to be a 

barista or carpenter’s assistant?  There is a time-honored job waiting for you. Requiring no drivers’ 

license, certification, or even much experience outside one’s own family, this endeavor can bring in as 

much or as little as the employee desires.  Want more income?  Work more hours.  Want or need to 

take a break to spend more time with your friends?  Work fewer hours.  Babysitting is the most flexible, 

convenient way for a young person to earn his or her spending money, but there are a few cautions 

before embarking on this job.  A babysitter needs to know how to keep her charges happy, how to 

keep them safe, and also how to keep her own sanity when the little ones are not well-behaved. 

  

  

Getting Lost – an unexpected or startling story 
 

 Martin left his cousin’s house precisely at 5:30 p.m., just as his mother directed.  He only lived a 

half-mile away, and was used to walking home through the woods by himself once or twice a week.  But, 

on this night Martin did not make it home.  Instead, wandering alone and afraid for many hours, Martin 

finally curled up beside a fallen log and prayed for daylight.  Howling coyotes, moaning pine trees, 

skittering ants, and the occasional crack of a branch kept poor Martin awake that moonless night, until 

the search dogs located him the next morning.  Martin is typical of people who get themselves lost each 

day; some in a mall, some in a neighborhood, and others (like Martin) in the woods. 


