
Structure of Counterargument Paragraph 
 

T-R-I-A-T-R-I-A-C 

Like this: 

T: Begin with a signal phrase, such as “It is true that…” 

It is true that social networking can give people an easy way to connect with their friends 

R:  State the counterargument claim. This is something the other side might say. 

In fact, this is one of its most popular benefits and a difficult one to refute.   

I:  Counterargument proof.  This is a quote or paraphrase from the other side of your 

argument. 

Jeri Saper, a Twitter and Facebook user says that “’I’m more connected to people I hadn’t had 

close ties with for a long time’” (Jayson). 

A:  Now an explanation of how this evidence might prove the counter.  “This shows that…” 

This shows that social networking is at least a superficial way to keep in occasional contact with 

long-lost acquaintances or friends who now live long distance.   

T:  Switch!  State your argument’s signal phrase.  “However”… 

However, it can adversely affect the relationships that people have with closer friends.   

R:  Your argument’s claim. 

Time spent on Facebook is time taken away from face-to-face contact with neighbors and 

family members.   

I:  State your proof in a quotation or paraphrase. 

Saper also admits that social networking “does not make me closer to the people I’m already 

close friends with” (Jayson).   

A:  Now your explanation of how your evidence proves the claim. 

People who spend more time online simply have less time to spend with people in person. 

C:  Finally, the clincher.   Ta da! 

While maintaining contact with acquaintances has value, this should not come at the expense 

of sacrificing time with close friends, the ones we count on in everyday life. 

 



Let’s see how that looks in paragraph form:   

 

It is true that social networking can give people an easy way to connect with their 

friends.  In fact, this is one of its most popular benefits and a difficult one to refute.   Jeri Saper, 

a Twitter and Facebook user says that “’I’m more connected to people I hadn’t had close ties 

with for a long time’” (Jayson).  It is true that social networking is at least a superficial way to 

keep in occasional contact with long-lost acquaintances or friends who now live long distance.  

However, it can adversely affect the relationships that people have with closer friends.  Time 

spent on Facebook is time taken away from face-to-face contact with neighbors and family 

members.   Saper also admits that social networking “does not make me closer to the people 

I’m already close friends with” (Jayson).  People who spend more time online simply have less 

time to spend with people in person.  While maintaining contact with acquaintances has value, 

this should not come at the expense of sacrificing time with close friends, the ones we count on 

in everyday life. 

 

Your assignment for next week is to write your counterarument paragraph, following this form. 


