
Quotation Integration 
 

You must include direct quotations and paraphrases from your source texts in your research 

paper.  Why?  Because you need your audience to have confidence in you, and you’re not that 

smart. 

Rules for Direct Quotations 
 

1.  For block quotations: 

a. Use when quote extends beyond 4 lines (not 4 sentences). 

b. Single-space. 

c. Indent entire block .5 inches. 

d. Don’t use [“  “]. 

e. Notice the end – end quote with punctuation.  Then, (authors’ names) and no 

more punctuation. 

f. If three authors, use all three names.  If four, use; (Goff, et al.) 

g. If the quote had a page number, do this:  (Goff, Agnew, Brownell 49) 

 

2. For direct quotations within a paragraph: 

a. No “drop-in” quotations. 

b. Provide background information that establishes credibility of your source: 

 

Researchers from the University of Southern California and the University of 
California, Berkeley, conducted a study on over 5,000 social media users to 
investigate how shy people benefit from social networking sites (Goff). 
 

c. Or provide the name of the person responsible for the information, and give 

his/her credentials: 

Lisa Tripp, assistant professor at Florida State University, says that young people 

benefit from social media because they build friendships and learn to be 

independent students (Goff). 

3. Always blend your quotations.  You can do this by inserting your own words at the 

beginning, middle, or end: 

The investigation suggested that “[p]arents, however, still have an important role to 

play when it comes to tweens, teens and social networking” (Goff). 



“Parents, however,” suggested the investigation, “still have an important role to play 

when it comes to tweens, teens and social networking” (Goff). 

“Parents, however, still have an important role to play when it comes to tweens, teens 

and social networking,” suggested the investigation (Goff). 

 

4. Write each body paragraph in the T-R-I-A-C style. 

 

 T:  topic sentence. 

 R:  restrictor sentence.  This is like a “second” topic sentence, which narrows your focus 

even further and provides the lead-in to your proof. 

 I:   Illustration.  For our purposes, an “illustration” (or proof) will be either a direct 

quotation, a block quotation, or a paraphrase.  You will use an in-text citation for this. 

 A:  Analysis.  Here’s where you use your own words -- your very own thoughts --to 

provide some insight or understanding, interpreting the proof for your reader. 

 C:  Conclusion.  The concluding sentence must reflect the topic sentence (but not repeat 

it) AND usher the reader into the next paragraph.   

 

An example:   
 

(T)Are social networking sites a good thing for socially awkward or shy teens?  (R) The 

studies seem to say so.  (I) According to researchers at the University of Southern California 

and the University of California at Berkeley, “spending time online is essential for young 

people to pick up the social and technical skills they need to be competent citizens in the 

digital age” (Goff).   (A) No one can argue that learning how to communicate is a good skill 

at any age.  (C) Indeed, with the almost total reliance on technology in our society, all 

members, not just shy teens, must be technologically savvy in order to succeed.   

 

NOTE:   
The above T-R-I-A-C example is actually a skimpy paragraph.  When you write your research 

paper, I will ask you to write the main body paragraphs with an expanded T-R-I-A-C method –T-

R-I-A-I-A-C.  We’ll talk about this later. 


